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merits and investigate, experiment and report upon the value
of the Bassnett Patent Sounder; that is to say, determine if the
sounder presented to the examiners could take the place of the
old-fashioned lead and line then in use. Its merits were apparent,
in that it permitted accurate soundings to be taken from the ship
while running at any speed, thus superseding the older plan
of having the ship stopped in the water to facilitate up and down
casts of the lead by which not only was time lost, but, when
made on dark nights, some uncertainty always existed. This
sounder, known now as that of Sir "William Thompson, is still
used with wonderful confidence and accuracy in all weathers in
depths under 100 fathoms.

Duty with the board having been concluded, the writer was
ordered to duty under the Lighthouse Board, of which Com-
mander George Dewey was Naval Secretary. The district to
which he was assigned was the second, which included the coast
from Newburyport to Newport, E. I. Its headquarters were in
Boston. The duty involved maintaining lighthouses, the buoys
and light-ships in efficient, cleanly, reliable condition at all times
of the year, and, in all kinds of weather, to aid the navigator
using this part of the coast in prosecuting his business.

This duty was somewhat different from that required in the
ordinary life of the naval officer on board ship, but it brought
the inspector into touch with the seafaring class of our people,
as well as with the seafaring interests of the country. In accord-
ance with a long-established custom of the Lighthouse Board,
officers ordered to duty as inspectors were required to serve as
assistants for a month at least to learn the routine of inspections,
the methods of business, the system observed in keeping accounts,
and the regulations for the government of the establishment. In
conformity thereto, the writer served as assistant to his classmate,
friend, and companion, Commander Sullivan Dorr Ames, for a
month, during which time a thorough inspection of the light-
houses and light-ships, buoyage and light-house depots was made.
This service was an agreeable and interesting field of duty, as
it gave the inspector ample opportunity to become acquainted
with business men, familiar with business methods, and the com-
mercial values of all classes of raw or finished material. As a
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